
100th Anniversary 

100 Years 

In the beginning GOD created the heaven and the earth. And the earth 
was without form and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. 
And the spirit of GOD moved upon the face of the waters. And GOD said, 
"Let there be Light," and there was light.  

Genesis, Chapter 1; 1-2  

It was in the year A.L. 5853 [1853] that a group of Masons brought Masonic light to the 
small town of Santa Cruz, California.  

As is usual in any community, people of the same beliefs tend  to associate themselves 
more closely.  

In the early 1850's when Santa Cruz was just a village, men from various places in this 
country and in fact from other parts of the world was well found a common ground 
upon which to meet.  

Who was the first Mason to come to Santa Cruz never will be known, but when one 
Mason comes to a community, others soon will follow. Where a sufficient number of 
Brothers gather, there you will find a Masonic Lodge.  

The following list of nineteen Brothers apparently were the ones who in the spring of 
A.L. 5853 or in our present reckoning the year 1853 petitioned the Grand Lodge of 
Masons in California for a dispensation to form a Masonic Lodge in Santa Cruz:  

C.P. Stevenson  A.H. Shafer  J.T. Frederick  

N.H.Stockton  T.M.Davis  Chas Winterhalder 

E.G. Cannon  Albert Sinclair  H.G.Blasdel 

Peter Tracy  Jas. Brummett  J.B. Arcan 

Issac Hitchcock  O.K. Stampley  Lucus Sanborn 

Dubin Milburn  R.B.Chisholm  John Tillary  

D.C. Stone 
  



In accordance with the request, a dispensation for the formation of a Masonic Lodge 
was granted on July 3td, 
A.L. 5853 by the Most 
Worshipful Chas. M. 
Radcliff, Grand Master of 
Masons in California. 
This dispensation made 
Santa Cruz Lodge the 
fourth Lodge to be 
established on the 
California coast between 
San Francisco and the 
Mexican border.  

Apparently there was no 
formal presentation of 
the dispensation to the 
Lodge.  

The first meeting after 
the granting of the 
dispensation and those preliminary to it wer e held in a small adobe building which 
still stands on what now is School Street.  

At the first meeting held after receiving the dispensation, July 16, 1853, the following 
officers were selected:  

Henry J. 
Blasdel W.M. 

Jas. 
Brummett 
Treasurer 

Albert Sinclair 
S.W. 

Peter 
Tracy 

Secretary 
N.H. Stockton 

J.W. 
D.C. 

Stone 
S.D. 

O.K. Stampley 
J.D. 

J.B. 
Arcan 
Tiler  

A committee was appointed to rent a room in which to hold future meetings of the 
Lodge and with power to buy necessary furniture.  

The first petitions for initiation were received at the meeting held July 31, 1853, and 
were signed by E.C. Baker, Michael Gagnon, Jas. A. Bradley and Lewis A. See.  



On September 10, 1853, the Master Mason degree was conferred on Brothers Michael 
Gagnon, Lewis A. See and Jas. A. Bradley in that order thus making Michael Gagnon 
the first to receive the Master Mason degree in Santa Cruz Lodge.  

Brother H.W. Peck, who was later initiated, was the first initiate to become a 
Worshipful Master of the Lodge.  

At the meeting of April 8, 1854, a petition to the Grand Lodge for a charter was 
exercised and Brother N.H. Stockton was appointed the Lodge's first representative to 
the Grand Lodge. The petition was granted by the M.W. Grand Master Chas. M. 
Radcliff and the charter was presented to the Lodge by Brother Stockton at the 
meeting of May 6, 1854. The the Lodge was designated as #38 in the lengthening list 
of California Lodges.  

At the time of the granting of the charter the Lodge had a membership of 29.  

At th e meeting of May 13, 1854, the sum of $65 was allowed for the purchase of a set 
of jewels.  

Getting Started 

The first stated meeting held by the Lodge after the presentation of the charter was 
May 27, 1854, and considerable business was transacted. Election of officers was held 
and N.H. Stockton was elected Worshipful Master; Dubin Milburn, Senior Warden; 
H.W. Peck, Junior Warden. A committee was appointed to obtain columns and globes, 
and a motion was made instructing the secretary to warn and summon all n on-
affiliated Masons that if within three months they did not affiliate, they should not be 
considered available for Masonic charities. Brother H.F. Parson submitted a design of 
seal for the Lodge and it was approved.  

On June 24, 1854, Brother E.S. Ruggles, Worshipful Master of Santa Clara Lodge No. 
34 (now extinct) who had been appointed Deputy Grand Master of the State, with the 
assistance of Brother Ephriam Durham who acted as Marshal for the occasion, 
installed the new officers. Brother Ruggles was pai d $25 for his service.  

The new columns and globes were presented to the Lodge July 22, 1854, and were 
approved. They cost the Lodge $10.  

Things moved fast in the old days as is witnessed that on October 28, 1854, Brother 
W.W. Joice was elected to members hip in Santa Cruz Lodge No. 38 by affiliation and 
immediately asked for a demit, which was granted.  

A communication from the Grand Secretary was read March 24, 1855, requesting a 
donation to a state fund which was to be used to purchase a stone to be plac ed in the 
Washington monument. Ten dollars was donated.  



On August 25, 1855 Santa Cruz Lodge conducted its first funeral when Brother Isaac 
Hitchcok was laid to rest in the silent tomb.  

Isaac B. Wall 

In the very early days, to Santa Cruz came Isaac B. Wall, a native of Lynchburg, 
Virginia. He served as County Treasurer during 1850-1851; Assemblyman from 
Monterey in 1852-53 and during the latter year was Speaker of the House. On March 
26, 1855, Isaac B. Wall was raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason in Santa 
Cruz Lodge No. 38. Brother Wall was appointed Collector of Customs at Monterey 
under the Pierce administration.  

On November 24, 1855, at a regular communication of Santa Cruz Lodge held at their 
hall in Santa Cruz, a resolution was adopted expr essing sorrow and sympathy over the 
death of one of their esteemed Brethren, Brother Isaac B. Wall who had been 
murdered in line of duty a few days before.  

At the time Brother Wall was the collector of the Port of Monterey and district and 
while traveling  on horseback with Constable Williamson to San Luis Obispo, on the 
second morning of the trip both were murdered near Gonzales Ranch about 30 miles 
south of Monterey.  

From information collected in the area soon after the murder, one Anastasio Garcia, 
aged 33 years, a California native who lived on the Salinas river at Tucha, was 
presumed to be the murderer.  

On October 25, 1856, Garcia was arrested in Los Angeles and later placed in the jail 
at Monterey. On the morning of February 24, 1857, the sheriff and  his deputy were 
found tied up at the jail and the prisoner lynched. Thus was justice satisfied.  

It is interesting to note that in the early days, our Lodge and others near us were very 
particular about celebrating the two Saints Johns Days, as they did n o Saint John the 
Evangelist Day, December 27, 1855, when Texas Lodge No. 46 held their installation 
jointly with Santa Cruz Lodge, No 38 and the hour was 10 o'clock in the morning.  

On October 11, 1856, Santa Cruz Lodge had the honor and pleasure to recommend to 
the Most Worshipful Grand Master Wm. H. Howard that he issue a dispensation for the 
formation of a new Masonic Lodge at Watsonville. This Lodge became Pajaro Lodge, 
No. 110.  

Early Business 

Santa Cruz Lodge had its share of trials and tribulations. For the most part the trials 
were for non -payment of dues although there were several of a more serious nature. 



For about the first ten years of existence, all trials were held in open Lodge. Not until 
later was the commission procedure put into effect.  

We may class these tribulations as calls upon the Lodge for charitable purpose. After 
the Lodge really got going, the calls for charity were almost a monthly occurrence: 
remittance of dues, aid for widows, charges for the care of sick Brothers, funeral 
expenses, and even at one time a collection amounting to $130 for the repair of a 
Brother's wagon.  

On the other side of the picture, however, was the time a Brother asked the Lodge to 
buy him a team and buggy. Upon investigation the Lodged found that the Brot her had 
a son in San Jose who was a lawyer, a daughter who was a music teacher and that he 
owned a large home on 7 acres of land near Santa Clara. He also was receiving aid 
from the Odd Fellows and the Methodists. The Lodge decided the Brother could buy 
his own team and buggy.  

Officer material was scarce in the early days as witness the fact that Brother F.E. 
Bailey was elected a member of the Lodge by affiliation on August 21, 1858, and, at 
the December stated meeting, was elected Worshipful Master for th e year 1859.  

The secretary of the Lodge had a steady job of collecting dues, At different times he 
was ordered to post the names of those whose dues were unpaid on the outside of the 
inner door.  

On September 18, 1858, the Lodge voted to buy two lots in t he cemetery in which to 
bury transient Brethren. This refers to the lots in the Evergreen Cemetery. Later, on 
July 9, 1859, a committee was appointed to have the lots enclosed. Throughout the 
years the members of the Lodge have been very proud of the lots and from time to 
time, committees were appointed to repair and otherwise care for them.  

Even as long ago as 1858, a movement was a foot to build a hall of their own. 
However, several other propositions were considered and they finally re -rented the 
Arcan hall.  

In several instances both the secretary and treasurer were ordered to make up the 
deficits in their accounts.  

The process of accumulating all the equipment required for a Lodge is a long, drawn -
out affair. At the meeting July 21, 1861, a vote of th anks was tendered Brother 
George K. Porter for a lambskin or white leather apron. It is not known whether the 
Lodge possessed a second degree carpet prior to October 24, 1863, when Brother J. A. 
Prince presented a carpet for which he was duly thanked.  

By 1865 the Lodge seems to have been growing and attendance at the stated meetings 
was good. On February 4th of that year, the secretary was directed to purchase 60 



white ballots in order that all members present surely could vote. Also ordered was a 
set of jewels for the Bible.  

The first Minister elected to receive the degrees in Santa Cruz Lodge appears to have 
been Rev. Alfred Higbee. His degrees were given him free of charge.  

In the middle of the 1850's, a wayfarer, A. W. Rawson, came to Santa Cruz an d 
affiliated with Santa Cruz Lodge July 26, 1856.  

Brother Rawson was a doctor, At the time of his affiliation he was 44 years of age and 
apparently had been a Mason for some time and had been a Master of his former 
Lodge. He also had been a prime mover toward the establishment of a Lodge for it is 
known that the A. W. Rawson Lodge, No. 145 of Pecatonica, Illinois, was named for 
him.  

Brother Rawson was active in the affairs of Santa Cruz Lodge. On December 22, 1860, 
he was elected Worshipful Master and was installed December 27, 1860.  

He was, however, not to finish his term as Master for he passed away April 6, 1861, 
having served slightly more than three months in the office.  

In former days it was usual to open Lodge before a funeral, adjourn for the ser vice, 
then take up again afterward. So it was April 8, 1861, for the funeral of Bother 
Rawson. On this date when the lodge reconvened after the service, Bothers Skirm, 
Cooper and Kitteridge approached the East and "deposited with the Lodge a cane in 
accordance with the request of Brother Rawson previous to his demise, to -wit:  

"A black hardwood cane with an octagon gold head bearing the following 
inscription in a circular form: 'A. W. Rawson Lodge, No. 145, Illinois to A. 
W. Rawson, W. M., with the All Seei ng Eye and Square and Compass and 
A. L. .S S4,' enclosed with a circle."  

This cane was to be presented to his son Asa W. Rawson, Jr. at such time as he might 
become worthy of it by becoming a Master Mason. This latter event took place April 
29, 1870, when Asa W. Rawson, Jr., age 21, a news and cigar dealer received his 
Master Mason degree and was presented with the cane in accordance with the wish of 
his father.  

Many Lodges, especially throughout the western part of the United States, were rift 
over the slavery question during the Civil War period. Even some of our neighboring 
Lodges where there were both northerners and southerners who were members were 
not free from dissension. Santa Cruz Lodge was singularly peaceful during those trying 
times.  

The first Worshipful Master of Santa Cruz Lodge went on to further fame as after 
leaving here he was elected the first governor of Nevada. On February 27, 1866, the 



Lodge received a copy of the second annual message of His Excellency, Governor H. 
G. Blasdel, Governor of the State of Nevada. This message was put on file and its 
receipt acknowledged.  

Brother Thos. Beck of Santa Cruz Lodge was elected Junior Grand Warden of the 
Grand Lodge of California in 1866 and was received with honors into the Lodge on 
Saint Johns Day, December 27, 1866.  

About this time the Brethren from Soquel petitioned Santa Cruz Lodge several times 
to recommend a dispensation for the formation of a Lodge at Soquel, but each 
request was refused.  

After the Lodge vacated the Arcan Hall and mov ed to the Hihn hall, the first 
installation of officers was held January 11, 1869.  

On June 19, 1869, the Lodge received and accepted an invitation to celebrate Saint 
Johns Day, June 24th with Texas Lodge, No. 46 at San Juan Bautista. At the same 
meeting t he lodge declined the invitation of the G. A. R. to participate with them in 
their 4th of July celebration.  

The year 1871 witnessed the discontinuance of the use of bands in funeral 
processions. This had been a custom from the time of the first funeral.  

After serving his first term as Master of Santa Cruz Lodge Brother F. W Lucas was 
presented with a Past Master's collar and jewel on March 4th, 1871. Past Master Lucas' 
service did not stop with one year as Master, as he also served in that position in the  
years 1873-74-75-76.  

On July 29, 1871, Santa Cruz Chapter No. 38 of the Royal Arch presented Santa Cruz 
Lodge with a pair of columns, probably the ones which are now in the hall. The old 
columns which had been used up until that time were offered to a lo dge which was 
forming at that time at Pescadero.  

In the meantime Brother Incas had been appointed Deputy District Grand Lecturer and 
was invited to install the officers for 1872 but did not accept. The installation this 
time was done by Brother F. I. Bail ey, P. M. as installing officer, assisted by Brother S. 
M. Barnett, P. M. on December 23, 1871. This marked one of the few times in the 
early history of the Lodge that its installation was not held on Saint Johns Day.  

A year later the officers were instal led at an open installation in the Methodist 
Church.  

To show the extent of the charity of Santa Cruz Lodge in those years, on Saint Johns 
Day, June 24, 1874, the Brothers ordered a donation of $20 to be sent to the flood 
sufferers of Louisiana.  



In conformity with ancient usage, Santa Cruz Lodge inserted in its by -laws that the 
stated meetings should be held on the Saturday of or the next preceding the full moon 
of each month.  

This arrangement was rather unsatisfactory as the moon phases gradually progres sed 
from the last of the month toward the first, thus giving no specific or regular time of 
meetings.  

After many trials throughout the years the stated meetings now are held on the first 
Tuesday of each month and the special meetings on successive Tuesdays.  

Establishing Lodge Properties 

On October 9, 1875, even after 22 years of existence the equipment of the Lodge was 
not complete. On that date, the Worshipful Master was ordered to procure a set of 
working tools to cost no more than $25, and the hall com mittee and Tyler were 
instructed to buy a carpet and other suitable furniture for the ante room. The hall 
committee also reported having leased the rise of the hall with gas included at $12.50 
per month to the Santa Cruz Association of Instruction. Just wh at this association was 
is not known.  

A motion to present each member of the Lodge with a Lambskin apron was defeated 
December 11, 1875.  

The Eastern Star, no doubt the present Idlewild Chapter, was well cared for in the 
early days. The hall committee was  instructed to rent the hall to them for an amount 
about equal to the cost of the gas consumed. However, this didn't last too long for in 
the year 1877 the Chapter was ordered to pay $25 for the use of the gas the previous 
year and to pay $4 per month rent  plus the cost of the gas used, beginning February 
1, 1877.  

On January 8, 1876 Brother Louis Schwartz presented the Lodge with a set of 
beautiful rosewood gavels. Are these the gavels now used?  

Santa Cruz Lodge was always looking forward to the time when they could own their 
home, so on October 28, 1876 a committee consisting of Brothers Albert Jones, 
Frederick Adams and Chas. Steinmetz was appointed to purchase a lot on November 
25, 1876, Brother Adams reported for the committee that they had arranged to 
purchase a lot from Mr. John Cooper 35 feet fronting on Pacific Avenue and 137 feet 
deep at $90 per front foot, one half the purchase price to be paid at once and the 
balance to be paid in not to  exceed two year's time in installments at one per cent 
interest per month on all moneys due after date of purchase.  

Within a year financial trouble developed and donations were requested. Nothing had 
been paid on the balance due on the lot.  



A recapitula tion of the Lodge activities was made for the first time at a meeting of 
January 12, 1878. During that year 43 meetings were held, seven candidates were 
initiated, nine were passed and nine raised. There were 104 members and the net 
worth of the Lodge was $1831.39.  

On March 16, 1878, the secretary was directed to raise money to pay the hall rent and 
installment on the lot as both were overdue.  

A committee to solicit money for the yellow fever sufferers was appointed at the 
September 7, 1878 meeting. At th e October stated meeting, it was voted to raise the 
dues from 50c per month to $1 per month. The trustees were ordered to negotiate for 
the construction of a building on the lot owned by the lodge.  

On September 27, 1879, an application for affiliation was  received from Brother 
James William Featherstone, of Oriental Lodge, No. 472, of Suez in Egypt of which he 
was last a member.  

Not long did the dues remain at the rate of $1.00 per month. On November 22, 1879, 
the dues were again reduced to 50c per month.  At this same meeting the treasurer 
was authorized to buy stock in the Masonic Hall Association.  

E.S. West 

There has probably never been a harder worker for the welfare of Santa Cruz Lodge 
than was Brother E. S. West. Brother West served as Worshipful Master of the Lodge 
eight terms and afterward was secretary for a number of years. At the installation of 
officers in December 1880, Brother West was presented with a beautiful Past Master's 
jewel and collar which he used during his successive terms of office . 

Brother West died on February 8, 1915. However, sometime during the year 1914, he 
presented the jewel and collar to P. M. Henry J. Godfrey.  

In 1931 Brother Godfrey passed this emblem on to Brother P. M. Henry Kaiser, the 
inspector of our 408th Masonic District in 1953. It was worn by him at the annual 
installation of officers for the several Lodges in the district.  

Not all the meetings of the Lodge were for the conduct of its own affairs. On 
September 26, 1881 the Brethren met at 2:00 P. M. for the purpo se of attending the 
obsequies of our late Brother James A. Garfield, President of the United States. The 
Brethren formed in procession with other local organization outside the hall and 
marched to the lower plaza where proper eulogies were spoken. The Bret hren then 
returned to the hall and closed Lodge.  

The Board of Supervisors of Santa Cruz County issued to Santa Cruz Lodge an 
invitation to lay the cornerstone of the new Hall of Records and the Lodge met in 
special session May 23, 1882 to accept the invit ation and to invite the Grand Officers 



of the Grand Lodge to participate in the Ceremony. The M.W. Grand Master 
represented by Brother Leonidas E. Pratt as acting Grand Master -and the officers of 
Santa Cruz Lodge as deputy Grand Officers conducted the cornerstone laying 
ceremonies on June 5, 1882. 
A man claiming to be a Mason belonging to Baker Lodge, No. 47, Baker City Oregon 
presented himself to Santa Cruz Lodge and asked for assistance. April 21, 1883 word 
came from Baker Lodge that the man was an impost or, that they had no member by 
that name and that all their members were self supporting.  

When Brother Daniel Monteith passed to his Reward in 1883 he willed certain property 
to Santa Cruz Lodge, upon sale of which the Lodge realized approximately $2,000.  
Brother Monteitli's remains are in the Masonic lot in the Evergreen Cemetery. Santa 
Cruz Lodge erected a monument to his memory there.  

June 20, 1884 was a gala day for Santa Cruz Lodge as that day marked the first visit of 
a Grand Master and Grand Lecturer to the Lodge. The Grand Master was Jonathon 
Doane Hinds and the Grand Lecturer was John Warner Shaeffer. The Grand Master 
requested the Brethren to go through the second section of the third degree, and this 
being done he congratulated the Brethren upon  the excellence of their work. The 
Grand Lecturer then conducted a school of instruction.  

February 14, 1895 Santa Cruz Lodge was shocked to learn-of the accidental death of 
P. M. Thomas. It is known that Brother Amner, who was a machinist by trade, was a 
fine specimen of manhood. Masonic services were conducted for Brother Amner 
February 16 and he was buried in the Evergreen Cemetery.  

For those who are not familiar with the Evergreen Cemetery, it lies oil narrow strip of 
ground along Evergreen Street and just below a high bluff.  

About this time there were many rumors of grave robbing, so when the Brethren 
returned to the Lodge hall after the services, the Master and Wardens were instructed 
to act in conjunction with the officers of W. H. L. Wallace Post o f the G. A. R. to have 
the grave guarded for two weeks. The guarding accordingly was done and except for 
one minor incident was uneventful.  

One night the guards were surprised to hear two men coming down the bluff from the 
hill above and on being question ed the men said they had heard voices in the 
cemetery and thought someone was robbing a grave and decided to investigate. In as 
much as their story sounded logical and having no tools for digging with them, the 
guards quieted their fears and sent them home .  

At the meeting of February 13, 1886 it was moved and carried that it was the sense of 
the Brethren that the Lodge build a hall.  



Owing to the lack of detail in the old minutes it has been hard to trace movement of 
the Lodge to Its different places of me eting and the times at which the moves were 
made. 

It is known that the preliminary meetings and the first meeting July 16, 1853, after 
the issuance of the dispensation were held in the upstairs hall of the little adobe 
building still standing on School Str eet.  

As mentioned before, at the first meeting a committee was appointed to rent a hall 
for future meetings and to procure necessary furniture for same. The Hall secured 
was known as Temperance Hall.  

Search of the old newspaper files brings to light that  the Temperance Hall at that 
time was located in the H. S. Hill home on Mission Hill overlooking the ,San Lorenzo 
river and just around the corner from the old adobe building.  

The Temperance Hall was used as the meeting place until about July, 1855 when t he 
move was made to the Arcan Hall. The Arcan Hall was located oil Willow Street, 
which later became Pacific Avenue. The hall was on the east side of the street and 
just south of Soquel Avenue. In later years the building was moved around to Soquel 
Avenue in order to make room for a large building erected on the corner of Pacific 
and Soquel. 

The stay in the Arcan Hall proved to be much longer and it was not until about 
November, 1868 that the meeting place was changed to the Hihn building.  

But where was the  Hihn Building? After much research through the old newspapers 
and inquiry among the older citizens It was definitely located as being the flat iron 
shaped building at the junction of Pacific Avenue and Front Street.  

Not too many years passed, however, until dissatisfaction developed with the 
ventilation of this hall and upon complaint to the landlord, the latter promised to 
correct the trouble. Upon this agreement the Lodge again leased the hall, but the 
landlord did not keep his part of the agreement, so  about April first, 1876 the hall 
above the Santa Cruz Bank of Savings and Loan was rented. This hall was on the west 
side of Pacific Avenue about where 1521 is now.  

It had always been the custom of the Lodge to rent the hall to the Eastern Star and to 
the Commandery so in 1886 when the Lodge asked the owners to renovate the hall 
they refused to do so, "unless this Lodge excluded all other orders from meeting 
there." This forced the issue, another move was called for.  

During the years before this Masonic Hall Association had been formed and finances 
had been accumulating so now was the time to start the new building on the lot they 
had bought years before, which is the location of the present Temple on Pacific 
Avenue.  



A brick building was first considered, but evidently the cost was to be high, so a 
frame building was decided upon. It is the custom to lay a corner stone in a new 
Masonic building, but in this instance it was not done. While no date is mentioned in 
the mi nutes, the building must have been started about August first, 1886. On 
February fifth, 12887 a committee was appointed to arrange for the dedication of the 
new Temple and on March fifth the dedication day was set for March 26, 1887.  

The dedication was held as scheduled with M.W., E.C. Atkinson, Grand Master of 
Masons in California conducting the ceremony assisted by local officers acting in Pro 
Tem capacities. "After the dedication ceremonies were performed the Brethren and 
their ladies retired to the col lation room and partook of a bountiful repast and closed 
the pleasant exercises by a grand ball in the evening."  

The committee in charge of the building construction was given a vote of thanks April 
2, 1887 and wee discharged from their duties.  

Later in the year the lodge equipment was added to when Brother F.W. Lucas, P.M. 
presented a set of Lesser Lights and for which he received the thanks of the Lodge.  

The source of all the equipment of Santa Cruz Lodge is an interesting study in itself. 
Some of the things already have been mentioned and others will be later, but at the 
meeting of May 16, 1883, Brother F.W. Lucas in appropriate remarks presented the 
Lodge on behalf of Brother Ansen Barson Hotalling of California Lodge, No. 1 of San 
Francisco a set of silver working tool; the set which is now in use. The Worshipful 
Master accepted the gift with appropriate thanks.  

Some odd expressions have appeared in the minutes as noted in the minutes of March 
10, 1891. One reads, "It was moved and carried that the E astern Star be allowed the 
use of the hall in consideration of the use by the Lodge of their piano."  

Once again the Grand Lodge was called upon by Santa Cruz Lodge to lay a 
cornerstone. On this occasion it was the corner stone of the court house on the co rner 
of Pacific Avenue and Cooper Street. The M.W., E.M. Preston, Grand Master assisted 
by other Grand Officers and officers of Santa Cruz Lodge deputized for the purpose 
performed the ceremony November 2, 1895. Upon this occasion the Lodge presented 
the Grand Master with a silver trowel suitably engraved.  

Not until 1888 did the Lodge feel sufficiently able to present each initiate with a 
Lambskin apron inscribed for each Brother receiving one. The night of March 5 of that 
year was a momentous one in other  respects as well Past Masters jewels were 
presented P.M., C.D. Folsom, P.M. John Severio, and P.M. B.A. Plant, accompanied by 
complimentary remarks and the jewels were received in due humbleness.  

No history of Santa Cruz Lodge would be complete without t he mention of Brother 
John Werner who served as, treasurer from December 27, 1867, to December 3, 1899, 
or 32 years.  



Brother Warner was a saddle maker by trade and was a true Mason in meaning of the 
word. His accounts were perfectly kept and the welfare o f Santa Cruz Lodge was 
always uppermost in his mind. In deep appreciation of his faithfulness to his duties 
the Lodge presented him with a go]d -headed cane on July 14, 1894.  

Many times when the Lodge felt it could not extend charity to a needy Brother or 
widow, Brother Werner stepped in and extended the charity from his own funds.  

In the latter months of his service, Brother Werner was ailing and was confined to his 
home much of the time. November 11, 1899 the Worshipful Master and other officers 
went to Brother Werners home and in further appreciation of his service as presented 
him with a gold watch and chain.  

The watch bore the following inscription on the back, "Presented to John Werner, 
Treasurer, 1867-1899 by Santa Cruz Lodge No. 38 F.&A.M." On the front of the chain 
was a Square and Compass within which was the insignia of his office, the Crossed 
Keys.  

Upon the return of the Brethren to the Lodge hall the Secretary presented to the 
Lodge on behalf of Brother Werner a beautiful set of solid coin sil ver jewels, 
consisting of twelve officers jewels and two altar pieces. The jewels are the ones that 
officers use the pr present time  

Brother Werner passed to his reward just before his term of office ended, and Masonic 
services were conducted for him Nove mber 28, 1899.  

At the stated meeting on the fourth of September, 1897, Past Master Benjamin A. 
Plant presented to the Lodge a picture of the officers of the year 1896, neatly framed 
and requested that it be hung in the Lodge room. The beautiful gift was a ccepted and 
the Tyler was instructed to cause it to adorn the walls of our Lodge room forever 
after. This picture and others were misplaced after the fire in our hall several years 
ago, but recently have been found and again adorn our walls.  

A peculiar ci rcumstance comes to light in the minutes under the date of December 27, 
1904. At that meeting both Brother Frederick C. Lucas and Brother Edward Swift West 
were again presented with Past Masters jewels. The reason for this is undisclosed.  

Perhaps not many realize the extent of the equipment required for the conduct of a 
Masonic Lodge and the length of time needed for a new Lodge to acquire it. Through 
the years many donations of such equipment were made. On February 25, 1898, 
Brother H. E. Cox, P.M. acting  in behalf of Brother E. S. West, P.M. presented to the 
lodge a low twelve bell which was much needed and for which Brother West was duly 
thanked. While this bell is not now used it still is among the lodge equipment.  

Whether or not the Lodge possessed a stair carpet as used in the second degree 
before the one donated by Brother Prince in 1863 is not known, but the ravages of 



time and many footsteps had taken their toll, so in April 1901 the Lodge purchased a 
new carpet. After more than 50 years of service  this last well worn carpet still is in 
use.  

It seems the Brethren got tired of the use of candles for the Lesser Lights, so in 
February 1905 the Lodge instructed the Hall Association to procure a new carpet for 
the preparation room, electric Lesser Light s and an illuminated letter "G" for the Last. 
The lesser Lights, however, were a long time in coming, and it was not until 
December 26, 1908 they were acquired and then as a gift from Brother Wm. 
Mangelsdorf. These Lesser Lights were replaced in March 1936 by a new set, the gift 
of Brother Alvin L. Weymouth, which are the one now used.  

The evening of August 18, 1906 is one long to be remembered by the older Brethren 
Santa Cruz Lodge. On this occasion W. M. George Rostron invited P.M. Bertram H. 
Izant to serve the Lodge in the East, Brother Wm. C. Izant in the West and Brother 
Percy Izant in the South, and a Master Masons Lodge being opened, Brother Caleb 
Izant, a Fellowcraft and Father of the above named brothers was introduced and 
raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason. Be it noted here that all three of the 
Izant brothers became Past Masters and that Brothers Bertram and Will have been 
members of Santa Cruz Lodge for more than 50 years.  

There are many occasions when a father gives this degree to h is son, but where the 
sons fill the higher offices and 
perform the same ceremony for 
their father are rare.  

The Masonic Hall Association had 
been instructed to have plans made 
for the remodeling of the building. 
This was done and the plans were 
accepted and the changes ordered 
made in May 1907.  

The first evidence of the beginning 
of a visiting committee was in 
November1910 when there was a 
report on the condition of two sick 
Brothers.  

May 13, 1911 the Lodge received an 
invitation from the Postmaster to lay 
the cornerstone of the new Post 
office at the corner of Front and 
Water Streets. The invitation was 
accepted and a committee was 
appointed to make the proper 



arrangements. Accordingly, on July 1, 1911, the Most Worshipful Dana Reid Wellet, 
Grand Master assisted by members of Santa Cruz Lodge deputized as Grand Officers 
laid the cornerstone according to Masonic usage.  

A Lodge meeting was held that evening at which the M. W. Dana Reid Wellet, was 
received into the Lodge with honors, and conducted to the East. The Grand Master 
was then invited to confer a third degree upon a candidate and upon his acceptance 
this was done.  

Total membership of the Lodge on July 31, 1911 was 208.  

The first time that a lodge other than Santa Cruz Lodge conferred a degree in  the hall 
was on November 22, 1913 when Pajaro Lodge, No. 110 under W.M. Thomas McQuiddy 
conferred a third degree.  

As all among the Fraternity know, no Masonic Lodge meeting may be conducted 
without the Holy Bible open upon the Altar. In the earlier years of what may be called 
modern Masonry the Bible was the Book upon which the covenant was taken. It was 
not until abo ut 1724 that it became known as the Great Light of Masonry and a part of 
the Lodge furniture.  

It may be the belief among many that the Holy Bible as we rise It is the requirement 
for all Lodges wherever dispersed.  

The Bible is used among Masons as a symbol of the Will of GOD. As this symbol, and all 
Jewish Lodge may use the Old Testament only, Mohammedan lodges may use the 
Koran and the Brahmans may use the Vedas for all convey the same idea of the Divine 
Will.  

What is believed to be Santa Cruz Lodge's first Bible is among the archives. It was 
published in 1848 and has the name and number of the Lodge on the cover. 
Considering that it is more than a century old it is in very good condition.  

In July 1859 the Lodge purchased its second Bible published in 1858 and which also is 
among the archives. After many years of hard usage this Bible was laid aside and the 
Bible now used was obtained. Just when this last Bible was acquired is not shown by 
the by the minutes, but it is known to have been after 1899.  

It is well known among the Fraternity and to the outside world as well that the only 
time the public comes in open contact with the Masonic Lodge is during the 
conducting of a funeral service for a deceased Brother.  

Realizing this, and that the old service w as much too long, the Grand Lodge rewrote 
the funeral ritual in 1911. When the new and shorter ritual was put into use the old 
ritual book which bad been used from the beginning was laid aside and the Secretary 



was instructed to see that the book was prese rved. This was done and although the 
book is very old it is in excellent condition.  

The major job of remodeling the hall was undertaken in the latter part of 1916. The 
work being completed, the rededication was held June 23, 1917. After the dedication 
a reception was held and a bountiful repast was served in the Collation hall.  

In 1914 the peace and tranquillity of the world was shattered by the lust of a single 
male for conquest. It was hoped our country would not become embroiled in the war 
but circumst ances decreed otherwise. A number of the members of Santa Cruz Lodge 
answered the call to the Colors and on February 1, 1918 after our entry into the war 
the Secretary was authorized to send each of the 16 members then in the service 
their receipt for dues .  

Not many men have as long and distinguished a Masonic record as did Brother Past 
Master C. D. Folsom. Brother Folsom was initiated, passed and raised to the Sublime 
Degree of a Master Mason in Santa Cruz Lodge and always took an active part in all 
Lodge activities, having served as Worshipful Master two terms, 1887 and 1888.  

While he was Junior Warden he was instrumental in the Lodge's obtaining the ground 
upon which the present hall stands at 1218 1/2 Pacific Avenue.  

At the annual meeting December 2, 1921 Brother G. W. Stone announced to the Lodge 
that Brother Folsom had missed only two annual meetings in the past 56 years. That is 
a record that few if any other Masons can claim.  

On March 7, 1924 Brother Gus Jacobson called the attention of the Lodge to the fact 
that Brother Folsom was then entering upon his 60th year as a member of Santa Cruz 
Lodge.  

Brother Folsom passed to his reward and Masonic funeral services were conducted for 
him June 28, 1924.  

At the stated meeting August 1, 1924 new furnitur e was ordered and the secretary 
announced that the membership now was 324. The new furniture was installed by 
December 5 of the same year, and it added greatly to the appearance of the hall and 
comfort of the members.  

On June 17, 1926, Brother Henry J. Godfrey, who was Master of Santa Cruz Lodge in 
1899 presented to the Lodge a pair of beautiful gold Warden columns. These columns 
have square bases, fluted shafts, Corinthian capitals and are surmounted by balls or 
globes in true Masonic style. The columns have the, insignia of the Senior and Junior 
Wardens, respectively. The present day Wardens take great pride in the columns. At 
this same meeting Brother Harren who had been secretary of the Lodge for a number 
of years, on behalf of the Lodge presented to Br other Godfrey a silver percolator with 
silver cream and sugar on a silver tray.  



One of the, most interesting things among the old time records is the old Roll Book 
which was used rather spasmodically for about 30 years. Like many, of the other 
records the book was not fully kept. It is indexed alphabetically and contains the 
names of the members of the Lodge, whether they were made Masons in Santa Cruz 
Lodge or if they were affiliated members and if affiliated from which Lodge they 
came, if a member was suspended or expelled for any cause, when and if reinstated 
and the date of death.  

Tradition has it that there is a skeleton in the closet of every well regulated family. 
Perhaps this can be said not only of individual families but also of institutions of a ll 
kinds. The skeleton in the archives of Santa Cruz Lodge is the old set of Black Books in 
which is listed the names of persons suspended expelled from various lodges in the 
state and of impostors. These records were discontinued many years ago.  

Once again the Brethren find that their Lodge hall has been outgrown so it happens 
that on December 3, 1927 a committee was appointed to select a site for a new 
temple.  

Three days after this committee was appointed, disaster struck. The Brethren were 
gathering in  the hall for the purpose of conferring the second degree when fire broke 
out in a storeroom on the lower floor. The fire spread rapidly into the Lodge room and 
only by the hard work of the members who had already gathered was all the Lodge 
equipment saved.  

Suffice it to say that no meetings were held in the hall for some time; the meeting 
place was transferred to the Elks Hall until repairs were completed.  

In the meantime the committee had made arrangements to trade the Temple 
property for the vacant lot  at the corner of Pacific Avenue and Cathcart Streets. As is 
well known no new Temple has yet been built and the Lodge still meets in the old hall 
which it rents. The Lodge still has hopes that a new Temple will materialize in the the 
not too distant futur e.  

Birthdays come and birthdays go. Santa Cruz Lodge, No. 38 celebrated its 75 th 
anniversary of receiving its charter on May 1, 1929. W. M., C. C. Day had appointed 
Brother R. A. Schwartzman chairman of arrangements and Brothers Jos. Carpenter as 
Master of Ceremonies.  

The celebration was held In the Bay View Room of the Casino Auditorium and there 
was not a dull moment from the time W. M. Day welcomed the 503 persons who were 
present.  

Probably the most thrilling sight any person can behold is the flag of  his country. We 
in the United States revere the Stars and Stripes wherever displayed. Our flag is an 
inspiration to all Masons and other loyal citizens.  



The first time the flag of our country is mentioned in the minutes was February 1, 
1918 when the new flag which had just been purchased was escorted into the Lodge 
room. The flag did good service until in January 1928 at which time the Secretary was 
instructed to purchase a new silk flag and also a new set of officers aprons. This new 
flag was a long time  in arriving. To quote from the minutes of May 4, 1928: "Brother 
P. M. Eisner had quite a surprise for the Lodge this evening when we beheld a new 
flag enter the Lodge room it the opening and some thought that when Brother Eisner 
arose to speak that it was  to present the lodge with this beautiful flag, but we soon 
found out that as soon as the membership had subscribed the necessary funds the flag 
would be ours, and with this beautiful emblem before them the necessary amount was  
in a very few minutes.  

Occasionally flags need to be replaced even when they receive the, best of care. Our 
newest flag was escorted into the Lodge room April 1, 1952.  

Many acts of general charity are noted throughout the old minutes, but the individual 
acts of charity of the Lodge  are a well kept secret, and are known only to the 
Worshipful Master and the Secretary. October 3, 1930 the Lodge received a 
considerable sum of money from the estate of Jennie Munger. The Lodge voted to 
place the money in a special charity fund with the e arnings only to be used for charity 
purposes. If Jennie Munger were alive today she could well be pleased with the use 
made of her bequest.  

In the fall of 1930 at the request of the American Tree Association, Brother Eisner 
moved that a committee be appoi nted to make plans for the celebration of the 200th 
anniversary of the birth of George Washington, the committee to report back at 
future meetings.  

Through the efforts of the committee headed by Brother R. E. Burton, the city council 
set aside a portion of DeLaveaga Park for the use of the lodge. This section became 
what now is George Washington Memorial Park.  

The original idea of the Memorial was ca rried out and the dedication of the Park was 
held February 22, 1932 at which time many trees had been planted, at cairn built in 
which many interesting papers were placed, and after several interesting talks a tour 
of the park was conducted by Brother Burt on who explained the life and names of 
many of the trees.  

Later the Park was improved by the addition of barbecue pits and bleachers. For years 
Santa Cruz Lodge held an annual outdoor third Degree there. It is regretted that these 
outdoor degrees had to b e discontinued.  

On August 7, 1931 the Lodge membership was 389.  

One of the, important things a Lodge should do is to keep its members informed as to 
what is taking place of fraternal interest. Volume 1, Number 1 of the "Trestle Board" 



the fore runner of our present bulletin was presented to the lodge by Brother Rogers 
July 7, 1935. This little bulletin has been of invaluable assistance to those receiving 
it.  

In at glass case on the wall of the clubroom is an old Masters apron which is highly 
prized by th e Lodge. "This Masters apron is said to have been a part of the original 
paraphernalia of Santa Cruz Lodge, No. 38 I,. & A. M. established in the adobe 
building on School Street in 1853. Subsequently the building passed into the 
possession of the Neary family. The apron was found in the old building, later 
remained in the reliquary of Holy Cross Church until' 1935 when it was finally returned 
to Santa Cruz Lodge.  

Free of debt! The long struggle is over. Santa Cruz Lodge, No. 38 had occasion to be 
thankful December 17, 1935 for on that date the Secretary had the privilege to 
destroy the last evidence of all debts against the Lodge. It was an act of great 
satisfaction to all concerned.  

Things get lost and a few sometimes are found after many years. In Octobe r 1939 
Brother Louis Duvernay presented to the Lodge for its library two books titled "High 
Twelve" and "Low Twelve." These books are missing from the library as are many 
others. Search has been made for the original Warden's columns but only one has been 
located. The original candle sticks for the "Lesser Lights" to be a thing of the past. 
What might be the original Tyler's sword has been found and has an old letter "G" for 
East. What is presumed to be the original Altar is on hand.  

In the search for old Lodge equipment the committee came across all moil bound box 
with the name of the Lodge stenciled on it. In the presence of the Worshipful Master 
and Secretary the box was opened and found to contain a set of seven books, "The 
History of Free Masonry." The books were given to the, Lodge by P. M. Gerald Severio 
(1914) "in appreciation of the care and assistance given to his father P. M. John 
Severio (1892) during his last years of life." The box was delivered to the Lodge in 
1931, but how it got there or who  received it is not known. Even Mrs. Gerald Severio, 
who was asked in regard to the books, knew nothing of the gift. However, the 
committee extended to her belated thanks of the Lodge.  

Also were found two large framed group pictures of the officers of the , Lodge for the 
years 1896 and 1908. These are on display on the walls of the club room. Two pictures 
show the likenesses of nine Brothers who were to become Masters of Santa Cruz 
Lodge.  

In January 1940 a very praiseworthy custom was instituted. It was de creed by the 
Brethren that each candidate receiving the third degree should take his obligation 
upon a special Bible, which after it was duly signed by the Officers and Brethren 
present should be presented to the candidate.  



December 5, 1924 Santa Cruz Lodge welcomed to membership by affiliation Brother 
John W. Smith. At that time Brother Smith was 83 years of age and had been at 
Master Mason for many years, finally passing the 5O-year mark. He answered the last 
roll call June 11, 1948, having lived a lifet ime of 106 years and six months.  

It Is also the custom of Santa Cruz Lodge to present to each candidate receiving his 
third degree a small trowel, it being one of the "Working tools of our profession.  

Who among us will ever forget Pearl Harbor and that f ateful day of December 7, 1941. 
The war makers once more challenged our country and the final outcome was much to 
their sorrow. Santa Cruz Lodge contributed its share toward the successful conclusion 
of that holocaust, having furnished 26 Brother Masons th e several branches of the 
service.  

During this time the Lodge not only conducted its regular functions but conferred 
many courtesy degrees on service men from Lodges in many other cities and states.  

The membership of Santa Cruz Lodge No. 38 on July 1, 1953 is 526.  

August 16, 1952-- A memorable date for Santa Cruz and San Lorenzo Valley Masons. 
For two years the Brethren of the Valley have labored Diligently toward the, 
organization of a Masonic Lodge and on the above date they realized results of their 
labors. Most Worshipful Louis C. Drapeati, Grand Master of Masons in California issued 
the necessary dispensation for the formation of San Lorenzo Valley Lodge U. D.  

The ceremony of presenting the dispensation took place in the Civic Auditorium in 
Santa Cruz and was attended by about 1200 Brethren from Lodges both far and near.  

Santa Cruz Lodge, No. 38 now extends the heartiest of welcome and best wishes to its 
newest neighbor, San Lorenzo Valley Lodge U. D.  

"We are growing old-We are proud of our age, ou r accomplishment and 
our present era: We look toward the future, GOD willing, with Hope and 
Confidence. We are a mere 100 years old." 

   

 


