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From the South 

Our Tuesday, April 7 Stated Meeting and Dinner 

will begin with our chef,  Bro. Dick Tippet, 

preparing fresh salad, rolls, poached salmon 

accompanied 

with spring 

peas, potatoes 

and a dessert. 

Social is 6 PM 

with 6:30 

Dinner and 

8PM Stated 

meeting.  

Please call or e-mail for reservations to 
rtippett@got.net or 831-768-4990. 

Ted Keller 
Junior Warden 

From The East 

“Wisdom to contrive” 

The Grand Master of Grand Lodge of Free and 

Accepted Masons of California Larry L. Adamson 

has proclaimed May 2009 as Youth Orders Month. 

We have been 

called to assist The 

International Ord-

ers of DeMolay, 

Job’s Daughters, 

and Rainbow for 

Girls, to attend 

meetings, to serve 

on advisory boards 

and assist with 

quality leadership training. or programs which 

include one or more Youth Orders. 

Grand Master Larry L. Adamson announced a 

decision on interpretation of Ordinances in our code 

prohibiting the sale or consumption of alcohol at 

Lodge events or on properties unless alcohol is 

donated, or sold and served by a caterer with proper 

ABC license.  

The San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 3rd Annual 

“Mason of the Year” award program. Would you 

like to nominate a member whose achievements, 

service, activity and maintenence of high standards 

have been exemplary? 

The Santa Cruz Scottish Rite announce the 

Maundy Thursday Dinner and Ritual will be 

held on Wednesday April 8, Soquel Masonic 

Temple Social begins 6:30 Dinner 7:00 call Kerem 

Kapkin 831.344.4041 or contact by e-mail 

kkapkin@gmail.com. 

The Lodge is practicing the 3rd Degree and we are 

scheduled to confer to Bro. Jason Deese the 

sublime Degree of Master Mason on Tuesday, April 

14th. 

The Paideia Masonic Club officers will exemplify 

the 2nd Degree Middle Chamber and Lecture at 

Paradise Park Masonic Club’s own Social Hall on 

Thursday, April 16, 7 pm. refreshments/social; 7:30 

school of instruction. Other members are 

encouraged to attend. Attire is casual. 

On March 10, Sr. Steward David Olsen 

demonstrated an impressive proficiency for the 

Sublime Degree of Master Mason. 

Thank you to Mr. James 

A. Nee for answering Bro. 

Bryan Cupps’ call for 

donations of Masonic 

books. His donation of his 

father’s 1940 Masonic 

edition Holy Bible -- blue 

with gold leaf presented to 

Mr James E. Nee on the 

night of his 3rd Degree 

Oct. 9, 1945 -- will be 

recorded and displayed in 

the library of Lodge 
#
38. 

Bro. Bert Witte had a stroke March 5. He has been 

released from the hospital to convalescent care: Life 

House Cypress H. C. 530.877.9315. He has asked 

for Brothers to correspond. 

mailto:rtippett@got.net
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The Fraternity of Freemasons work together to 

master their domain, I am asking you to consider 

where you can help. Please call me at 831.334.0320 

to discuss where your help is needed at this time. 

We all have skills and abilities that we can focus 

toward common goals. 

Fraternally, 

Richard A. Sturgeon 

Worshipful Master 

From the West 

Brethren: 

Continuing on our theme of Masonic Formation, I 

found the following article which I believe is 

relevant to our current times in so many ways. 

There are many problems that we are trying to solve 

as individuals, Masons, families and citizens; 

however, hope is not lost. We can solve them by 

working together. 

The following article is from the Southern 

California Research Lodge website. 

DWELLING IN UNITY 

By R.W. Ardell G. Gould, Grand Chaplain, Summer 

1995 Empire State (New York) Mason  

In Psalm 133, there are words that we, as Masons, 

are very familiar with. They are as follows:  

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when 

brothers dwell in unity! It is like precious oil 

upon the head, running down upon the 

beard, upon the beard of Aaron running 

down on the collar of his robes! It is like the 

dew of Hermon, which falls on the 

mountains of Zion. For there the Lord 

commanded the blessing, life for evermore.  

I wonder if we are able to catch all that the writer is 

trying to impart! These are words that are filled 

with deep meaning. They are words that need to be 

heard in the society in which we live. Today our 

society and our world are in desperate need of the 

message that is given in these three short verses. 

The profound message that is there, should go deep 

within the inner recesses of our being and help us to 

come to a better understanding of what unity is all 

about.  

The Psalmist begins with a very simple statement: 

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers 

dwell in unity!” As we begin, let it be understood 

that when the Psalmist uses the word “brothers,” we 

must insert “sisters,” or any combination where two 

or three are involved. And, we will want to explore 

the implications when we expand this idea to 

encompass the world.  

Can we bring ourselves to experience what the 

Psalmist is talking? Do you know the feeling of 

what life is like when there is harmony, 

understanding and acceptance?  

In far too many cases, this is 

the exception, rather than the 

norm. Most of the time our 

experience in life tends to be 

a life where there is 

everything but harmony. Our 

fast pace more or less 

demands that we seek to 

achieve or climb a ladder. 

When this becomes the norm 

in life, there are too many occasions when we do 

not take the time to understand what others are 

thinking or feeling. We are always looking over our 

shoulder wondering who is creeping up to us, trying 

to bypass us, or perhaps trying to push us out of line 

for something we seek.  

It is important that, when we come to this point in 

life, that we take time to know who we are and what 

we are. We must examine our lives and feel the 

goodness that can be there when all is harmonious. I 

am sure there have been times in our lives when we 

have known this feeling of tranquility, peace or 

calm. Perhaps it has come when the kids are finally 

in bed and settled down. All is quiet, and for a few 

moments you can sit back and enjoy the peace of 

life. The Psalmist is saying that it is this kind of 

feeling that is great and should be the norm of our 

lives. How good and pleasant it is when we can 

dwell in unity.  

In my ministry, I have witnessed all too often that 

when people disagree on issues, it is not just a 

difference of opinion, but it is like a wedge that 

separates and divides. People state their side of an 

issue and then immediately shut off their hearing as 

to what the other person is trying to say. There does 

not seem to be a willingness to try to hear what the 
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other person has to say. Nor, is there an effort made 

to try to find a way wherein things can be worked 

out in agreement between the parties. Somehow 

there must come that moment when we take the 

initiative, and become the person who is willing to 

listen and seek to dwell in unity.  

We can begin the 

practice of living 

together in unity within 

our own families. Then 

we can move to other 

areas of our lives. We are 

living in a time when 

there is great discord in 

our society. People are 

running here and there 

doing their own thing, 

not mindful of others, 

and bound and 

determined to be there first. Somehow, there must 

come that moment when people begin to stop and 

realize that others are involved. Someone needs to 

put forth those expressions of life that indicate that 

dwelling in unity produces far better feelings than 

can otherwise be experienced.  

Are we willing to take that risk, and begin the 

process of turning things around? Each of us has the 

ability to be that one person to step forth and begin 

to truly dwell in unity. If we seek to give expression 

to dwelling in 

unity, in all 

affects of our 

lives, it will 

make a 

profound 

impact upon 

those around 

us. It will reach 

out into the far 

corners of the 

earth.  

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when we dwell 

together in unity. 

Fraternally, 

Scott Mitchell 
Senior Warden 

(Editor’s Note: As space permits, the editor will include information 
in the monthly Trestle Board on the symbols of Freemasonry as 
excerpted from Freemasons for Dummies. Please let me know if 
you would like to read about something more specific regarding 
Masonry. (Contact virginia@wlmsburg.org.) 

 

The Role of Symbolism in Freemasonry 

Whether youôre reading books, surfing the Internet, or 
walking into a lodge room, youôll quickly discover that 
Masonic symbolism is literally everywhere. Youôll see 
tools, hourglasses, eyes, skulls, columns, stairs, hearts, 
swords, letters, and numbers. And every one of these 
symbols has an explanation or use in Masonic 
ceremonies. 

The symbols teach the simple philosophies of 
Freemasonry, not the other way around. It is tempting to 
believe that there are hidden mysteries and even magic 
contained in these curious images when, in fact, they're 
used to simply imprint on the mind the lessons of the 
fraternity. 

Masonic Symbols 

Coil's Masonic Encyclopedia claims that more than 90 
different symbols are mentioned in the three lodge 
degrees. That's a few more than this book has the space 
to cover. Masons have written hundreds of books and 
easily millions of words about Masonic symbolismé 

Symbols have different meanings for different people é I 
give you the accepted meanings for these symbols in 
Freemasonry.  

Each one can be explored, studied, and expanded upon, 
and itôs up to the individual Freemason to interpret them 
on a deeper level for himself.  

To someone outside the lodge, a compass, an anchor, or 
a comet may denote something entirely different. But to 
some extent, a Freemasonôs reaction to these symbols, 
shared with his Brothers the world over, helps to bind him 
to the group as part of a single fraternity.  

Even where language is different, this is the universal 
language of the Craft. And when a Mason finds these 
symbols in a foreign land, he knows he is among 
Brothers. 

 

Excerpt from ñThe Symbols of Freemasonry;ò Freemasons 
for Dummies, by Christopher Hodapp, pages 132 - 133. 

 

mailto:virginia@wlmsburg.org
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Tracing Boards: 18th-Century 
PowerPoint 

The first (Masonic) rituals were handed down and 

tinkered with over centuries. They were expanded 

and embellished, and as they became longer and 

more involved, they became something of a 

challenge for the lecturers and ritualists -- as well as 

the new, eager candidate -- to remember. There was 

a strict rule against writing down the ritual in any 

manner that could be deciphered by non-Masons, or 

profanes as they were called. The answer to the 

problem was symbolism. 

In the days when Masons met in taverns, they 

would draw symbols on the floor in chalk to 

illustrate the lecture being given that evening. After 

the lecture, the Stewards or the Entered Apprentice, 

as a lesson in secrecy, would go get a mop and 

bucket and remove all trace of the drawings. All 

that sketching became tedious to do every degree 

night, so eventually a floor cloth was painted with 

the symbols and simply rolled out for the evening. 

A different cloth was painted for each of the 

degrees. 

Over time, the cloths were taken off of the floor and 

hung on an easel, like a drawing board at a building 

site. These eventually became known as tracing 

boards. These days, the tracing boards have largely 

been replaced by slide shows or Power Point 

presentations of the symbols, but the purpose is the 

same: It helps the lecturer remember what comes 

next, and it helps the candidate associate an image 

with an idea. 

A tracing board should not be totally confused with 

a trestle board, which is a table laid flat on top of 

trestles or saw horses. The trestle board is also 

referred to in Masonry as the place that builders 

draw their designs, and often as the lodge’s 

newsletter or calendar. 

 

Excerpt from ñThe Symbols of Freemasonry;ò Freemasons 
for Dummies, by Christopher Hodapp, page 134. 

 

Thanks to our Trestle Board Sponsors 

 
 

Basic IT Support 
Let us take care of your computer systems. 

 

Todd Williams, MCP Principal 

 

488 Paradise Park 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

Office: 831-427-2000 

Cell: 831-234-9980 

Fax: 831-423-0601 

twilliams@basicitsupport.com 

www.basicitsupport.com 

 

 

 
AVALON 
    ▲    ■  

STRUCTURAL, INC. 
 

 Helix Piers     Steel Buildings 
  All Phases Concrete   Drainage 

TERRY FITZPATRICK 

732 Paradise Park Contractor’s Lic. 
#
677116 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 www.avalonstructural.com 

831-566-3675 

 

 

Star & Compass Travel 
Bob & Carol Morgan 

Santa Cruz - 831-421-9166 

San Jose - 408-265-9166 

Fax – 408-265-3048 

Cell – 408-221-0974 

Email - bobmorgansmail@aol.com 

Web - www.starandcompass.com 

Specializing in group and individual  
travel for the Masonic Family. 

http://www.basicitsupport.com/
http://www.avalonstructural.com/
mailto:bobmorgansmail@aol.com
http://www.starandcompass.com/
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MASONIC COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES FOR APRIL 2009 
 
 

April, 2009      Expand All    Collapse All   |   Day   Week   Month  
 

     Sunday    Monday    Tuesday    Wednesday    Thursday    Friday    Saturday   
    29  30  31  1 2  3  4  

   

    7:30 PM 
School of 
Instruction  

 

  7:00 PM 
Rainbow 
Meeting  

 

11:30 AM 
Daughters of 
the Nile  

 

  

        

        

              

              
    5  6  7  8  9  10  11  

   

    6:30 PM 
Stated Meeting 
Dinner  

 

6:30 PM 
Maundy 
Thursday 
Observance  

 

7:00 PM 
DeMolay 
Meeting  

 

  7:00 PM 
Job's 
Daughters 
Meeting  

 

    8:00 PM 
Lodge Stated 
Meeting  

 

7:30 PM 
Temple Board 
Meeting  

 

  

      

              

              
    12  13  14  15  16  17  18  

   

Easter Day  

 

            

7:30 PM 
School of 
Instruction  

 

7:30 PM 
Lodge Activity  

 

  7:00 PM 
Rainbow 
meeting  

 

  9:00 AM 
Scottish Rite 
Club (monthly 
breakfast)  

 

7:30 PM 
OES Meeting  

 

    

              

              
    19  20  21  22  23  24  25  

   

    7:30 PM 
Lodge Activity  

 

7:00 PM 
Job's Daughters 
Meeting  

 

11:30 AM 
Sisters of Hiram  

 

11:00 AM 
Electa Circle  

 

  

    7:00 PM 
DeMolay 
Meeting  

 

  

      

              

              
    26  27  28  29  30  1  2  

   

  7:30 PM 
OES Meeting  

 

7:30 PM 
Lodge Activity  

 

    11:30 AM 
Daugh ters of 
the Nile  

 

  

        

        

              

              
   

If you would like to have something added to the Lodge Calendar, please contact Todd Williams by email  or phone (1 -831 -423 -8904).   
 

 
 

 
For articles to appear in the Trestle Board, you can e-mail directly to Virginia Williams at 

virginia@wlmsburg.org for placement. Thank you. 
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Masonic Inspector, District 349 .................. Bob Morgan, PM (bobmorgansmail@aol.com) ................................................. 421-9166 

Worshipful Master ....................................... Rich Sturgeon, WM (newnamei@yahoo.com) ............................................. 334-0320 

Secretary ...................................................... George Moyer, Jr. (geomoyer@sbcglobal.net) ................................................. 688-8009 

 

 

 

Santa Cruz Bethel #216 
Jobõs Daughters 

 

 

 

Santa Cruz Assembly #28 
Rainbow Girls 

 

 

 

 

Santa Cruz Chapter  
Order of DeMolay 

 

 

See the calendar for all Masonic Youth Order activities listed for the month of April. 

RENT THE MASONIC CENTER! 
If you would like to rent the Masonic Center, go online to www.sc-slv38.org and click on òLodge Calendaró to 

see if your preferred date is available. Then contact Todd Williams 831-423-8904 to book the Center. 

mailto:newnamei@yahoo.com

