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The Trestle Board  
  Santa Cruz-San Lorenzo Valley #38 F. & A.M.        November  2009 

 

Stated Meeting and Dinner 

Our November monthly dinner and stated meeting 

will be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2009, 

beginning at 6:30 with dinner, followed by stated 

meeting at 8:00 pm. 

Although our menu has not been finalized at the 

time of printing, we can be assured that Brother 

Dick Tippett , our chef, will have something totally 

delicious and in keeping with the season. You donôt 

want to miss his wondrously yummy meals. 

Remember to call in your reservations to our Stated 

Meeting dinner phone line, but please note:   Chef 

Brother Dick Tippett prefers that we use his own 

numbers for this month: 

800-272-7474 work 

831-722-5307 home 

Please make those meal 

reservations so we can expect 

you and be prepared with the right amount of food. 

Itôs not fair to those who do make reservations to be 

ñskimpedò by those who forget to reserve their 

spots for dinner. Call today!! 

 

Thanks to our  

Trestle Board Sponsors  

whose ads  

appear  in this edition of our  

Trestle Board !!!  

 

 

 

October 7, 2009 

Brethren:  

At our stated meeting of October 6, 2009, a motion to 
amend our bylaws was placed on the floor which, if 
approved, will become effective January 1, 2010.  

Pursuant to California Masonic Code #802.020, 
Article III ð Fees and Dues, Section 2 (Dues), a motion 
was made that Article IX, Section 1 of our Lodge 
bylaws be amended to read:  

 ñ___ Section 2. The dues of each member of this 
Lodge shall be the sum of $120.00 per annum, plus 
the Per Capita sum approved by Grand Lodge at the 
immediately preceding Annual Communication, 
payable in advance on the first day of January.ò 

A two-thirds (2/3) favorable vote by members present 
is required to pass the bylaw amendment. This 
amendment, if passed, shall have no effect until 
approved by the Grand Master. 

You are hereby notified on receipt of this notice that 
this matter will be discussed and voted on at our next 
stated meeting scheduled for November 3, 2009.  

That meeting will open as scheduled at 8:00 PM at the 
Santa Cruz Masonic Temple, 828 No. Branciforte 
Ave., Santa Cruz, California   95062. 

Discussion will be taken up under the proper order of 
business. 

If you would like to be heard on this matter, please 
plan on attending.  

Fraternally,  

Richard Sturgeon 
Worshipful Master 
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From the East 

Autumn has arrived and the Lodge 

will be holding the annual election 

of officers at the next stated 

meeting. The Worshipful 

Master-elect will be appointing 

his officersô positions next 

month. If you are 

interested in 

joining the 

officersô line, or 

being a committee member, 

now is the time to step forward. Each officerôs 

position is held for one year. Perhaps you can begin 

memorizing the 1
st
 Degree charge. Stewards and 

Junior Deacon positions have a limited amount of 

reciting to do, but the staircase and lectures are very 

challenging, and these responsibilities are the focus 

of the Senior Deacon, the Wardens and Master in 

the fourth through the seventh year. 

I have been very impressed with Bro. Mark 

Zevanove who has done a great job delivering 

charges, proficiencies, and even the staircase and 

degree lectures. I highly recommend that you come 

to see Bro. Mark deliver his first 2
nd

 Degree Lecture 

in November as it will be our first 2
nd

 Degree of the 

Year. 

Grand Lodge Communications 

 Most Worshipful Kenneth G. Nagel, Grand 

Master of All California Masons, has announced 

the 2010 Ritual Competition for Master Masons, 

which is recognizing the importance and 

committed to raising the standards of ritual 

excellence. To accomplish this goal the Ritual 

Committee will search California to locate the 

best teams that exemplify all three Proficiencies 

in full form. Judging will be on Presentation, 

Protocol, and Words. To participate in the 

competition, the Team leaders must submit the 

registration form to the Inspector, by February 

01, 2010. 

 October 4, 2009, Results, in summary form 

received of the actions taken at the 160
th
 Annual 

Communication of the Grand Lodge, F. & A.M. 

of California. Included: Grand Masterôs 

Decisions, Grand Masterôs Recommendations, 

Unfinished Business 2007, Resolutions for 

Consideration 2009, actions taken, Elected 

Officers and Appointed Officers. 

 Special Chico Lodge Management 

Certification Program  - Gain the tools and 

training you need to effectively manage your 

lodge. The Lodge Finance and Hall Association 

Management courses will be offered in an 

intensive one-day workshop. October 24: Chico 

Holiday Inn, 685 Manzanita Court, Chico, CA. 

To register, call Kim Hegg, Grand Lodge 

Program Manager, at 415-292-9111 or 

download the registration form at 

freemason.org.  

Communications 

 Paideia Lodge U.D.: To all Freemasons wither 

so ever dispersed: Because of Thanksgiving and 

Christmas we will not be having an Agape until 

January. 

 

The Paideia Lodge U.D. cordially invites you to 

a get-together at Pasatiempo Inn in the area 

called ñthe pitò for a get together. It isnôt 

anything ómandatoryô - just for those who can 

make it and want to have a Thanksgiving get-

together. Ladies are welcome. This will be on 

November 25th at 6:30 p.m. We hope you can 

join us for an evening of good fellowship. 

Barry Ellsworth; Master, Paideia Lodge, U.D. 

Contact: phone 831.768.1807, or e-mail 

dblii@yahoo.com.  Paideia (py-dee-a) from the 

Greek pais, paidos. The process of educating 

man into his true form, the real and genuine 

human nature. 

 Hayward Bethel No. 261 Jobs Daughters 
International, Spooketti 

Dinner: Sunday October 25, 

2009, 6-8 p.m, price $7.00, 

location - Hayward Masonic 

Center, 1074 ñBò St., 

Hayward, CA Menu: 

Worms (Spaghetti), Blood 

(Marinara sauce), Weeds 

(Salad), Vampire repellent 

(Garlic Bread), Libations. For 

tickets call Monica Starr or Mrs 

Katz @ 510.375.3138 

http://us.mc529.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=khegg@freemason.org
http://track.pgs04.com/clk/4/?COScustomerId=12&COSjobId=df1584f4-4966-4ad2-89ea-56c1bfe65a7b&COSrecipientId=15272701&COSemailAddress=1arjanzrv=1pbz=1lnubb&COSpageName=180508&COSdestinationURL=http://www.freemason.org/documents/reg_chico.pdf
http://freemason.org/
mailto:dblii@yahoo.com
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Events, Degrees and Awards 

 On Tuesday, October 13, the day of ñthe biggest 

October storm in 50 Yearsò - The first Degree 

of Masonry was conferred to and received by 

Bro. Michael Henry Ray; A very successful 

evening attended by Entered Apprentices Jay 

Keller and Morgan Zevanove. The Lodge 

enjoyed the accompaniment of the organ played 

by Bro. P.M. John Yost, and the Lecture 

delivered by Bro. Mark Zevanove. I especially 

thank the officers and those who continue to 

volunteer. Their dedication and hard work 

ñbraving the storm,ò shows their commitment to 

Masonry, helping to confer the 1
st
 Degree of 

Masonry to Bro. Michael Ray.  

 The Audit Committee has found the Junior 

Wardenôs Dinner Fund to be reasonably in 

order, but in need of replenishing. This means 

the Junior Warden must ask the Lodge for more 

money which is not budgeted for the Dinner 

Fund. The average cost of serving a monthly 

dinner is $289.00. This means we must have at 

least 37 seated or the Dinner Fund loses money. 

 

The Dinner 

Fund has 

been 

ordered to 

be self-

supporting. 

Please show 

your support 

to the Junior 

Warden, to the Lodge, our dedicated Chef, the 

Stewards, and helpful Youth Groups by uniting 

for communal dining on every first Tuesday of 

the Month at 6:30 p.m. Our next Stated Meeting 

Dinner is Nov. 3
rd

, the Stated Meeting is at 8, 

some of the highlights, we will be the balloting 

on dues increase and we will be holding 

elections of officers for 2010.  

 Hiram Award Dinner : The date for the Hiram 

Award Dinner Honoring Brother P.M. Ted 

Keller  has been changed to Saturday, 

November 14, at the Santa Cruz-San Lorenzo 

Valley Lodge, 6:30 p.m. Social, 7:30 p.m. 

Dinner. Attire for men is business suit, and for 

the ladies, long or short dresses. The cost is 

$15.00. All families, ladies, and friends are 

invited. Your attendance and participation will 

be appreciated. Please come prepared to tell 

everyone what Ted has done for you, what he 

has done for his Lodge, what he has done for 

concordant bodies, or what you have seen him 

do for others. This is not a roast, but a chance to 

tell how Ted has made a difference in our lives.   

 

The Hiram Award Committee, which is chaired 

by the Senior Warden (this Year Scott 

Mitchell ,) reviewed many of the members and 

their valuable service to the lodge. After months 

of deliberation by the Committee and myself, I 

picked P.M. Ted Keller to receive the Hiram 

Award for 2009. Ted is very pleased to be 

recognized for his many contributions to 

Masonry. Ted is also excited about planning the 

festivities. Those who know Ted and the entire 

Keller Family, and attend his Award Dinner and 

Ceremony, may stand to testify to his many 

contributions. Congratulations to Ted, wife 

Shari and the entire Keller family!  

 

Reservations are required so we can prepare 

enough food. Please call Worshipful Master, 

Richard Sturgeon at 831-334-0320 or email 

him at newnamei@yahoo.com. Please make 

checks payable to S.C.-S.L.V. Lodge 38 Dinner 

Fund and mail to: Richard Sturgeon, 733 

Paradise Park, Santa Cruz CA 95060. 

 As President of the Masonic Officers 

Association (O.A.M.), I am pleased to 

announce the School of Instruction (S.O.I.) 

meeting will be November 24th at S.C./S.L.V. 

#38. We will be studying the installation 

ceremony, and outcome of Grand Lodge 

Legislation, and protocols. The O.A. is DARK 

for December. C.M.C.405.030 states: Duties 

(Officers Assoc.) éfor the purpose of 

instruction in government of the lodge, proper 

administration of the affairs of the Lodges and 

such matters as may be for the welfare of the 

craft. All Lodge Officers are required to attend, 

other Members are encouraged to attend, 

contact our Insp. Bob Morgan of 349
th
 District 

at 831.421.9166 for specific details. 

mailto:newnamei@yahoo.com
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P.P.M.C. November Events 

Paideia Lodge: 11/5, 11/12, 11/19, 11/26 

Bingo:  11/18, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Board Meeting:  11/21  

Some country advice 

 Keep skunks and bankers at a distance. 

 Words that soak into your ears are 

whispered....not yelled. 

 Forgive your enemies. It messes up their heads. 

 Every path has a few puddles. 

 The best sermons are lived, not preached. 

 Remember that silence is sometimes the best 

answer. 

 Live a good, honorable life. Then when you get 

older and think back, you'll enjoy it a second 

time. 

 Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a 

Rain dance. 

 If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to 

do is stop digginô. 

 Good judgment comes from experience, and a 

lotta that comes from bad judgment. 

 Lettinô the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier 

than puttinô it back in. 

 If you get to thinkinô youôre a person of some 

influence, try orderinô somebody elseôs dog 

around. 

Happy Holidays -- 

Richard A. Sturgeon 

 

From the West 

Brothers,  

During the September and October stated meetings, 

I provided a detailed report to the lodge regarding 

our financial health. I started my financial analysis 

of the lodge in April 2009. During the past six 

months, my goal was to understand our lodge 

demographics, membership attrition, and a 

historical and current evaluation of income, 

expenses, dues, and per capita compared to 

inflation.  

Results Stand on Their Own 

The analysis was not prepared to support a specific 

agenda but to let the results stand on their own 

merit. I believed then and now that our lodge 

consists of bright, capable and caring men who 

would be able to clearly see the prescription for our 

lodge illness once they understood the source(s) of 

the illness. The Trestle Board is not the appropriate 

venue to list all of the findings; however, I feel the 

need to share some of them with you since the 

majority of our members did not attend the last two 

stated meetings. 

Our lodge presently has 191 active members; 163 

members live in Santa Cruz County, and 138 of our 

members are at least 60 years-old. On average since 

1960, our lodge has experienced an attrition rate of 

eight members per year. This attrition rate is due 

primarily to 

the mortality 

of our 

members. 

Based on this 

attrition rate 

and the 

current rate 

of new 

members, our lodge will continue to experience 

membership attrition until approximately 2026, at 

which time lodge membership will be roughly fifty-

five members. 

If lodge expenses were to remain the same from 

year to year, (which they do not, due to inflation 

and others issues) and membership continues to 

decline, then dues will need to increase every year. 

This is the result of fewer members paying dues on 

an annual basis. Until 1970, lodge dues including 

per capita was consistent with the rate of inflation 

for the United States. After 1970, lodge dues was 

seriously lower than the rate of inflation and since 

that time we have been trying to play catch up on an 

occasional basis and have failed miserably. 

Source of Income 

For the past several years our expenses have 

exceeded our income and we have been using our 

savings to make up the difference. The single major 
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source of income for our lodge is dues! On average, 

of our 191 members, only 129 members pay dues 

which offset the lodgeôs annual operating expenses. 

If this trend continues and dues remains the same, 

then our lodge will only be able to pay grand lodge 

per-capita for all 191 members and nine months of 

rent to the hall association in 2010. Lodge secretary 

services will be seriously diminished and the 

following items will be eliminated from the lodge 

budget for 2010 and the foreseeable future: relief, 

burial assistance, Trestle Board, youth group 

support, all lodge programs, Jr. Wardenôs fund, 

lodge supplies, lodge leadership and management 

education and training, honors and awards, relief 

and gifts to lodge members at the Masonic Homes, 

etcé We will only be able to pay per-capita and 

nine monthsô rent! 

Moving Forward 

Raising dues is not the long term answer to our 

problem; however, we need to raise dues to a 

realistic amount that supports our lodge vision and 

is not based upon some arbitrary feeling of value 

received. Paying dues does not provide a tangible 

benefit similar to purchasing a home or buying 

groceries. We pay dues because we support what 

Masonry stands for and has provided to society as a 

whole for the past several hundred years. Since the 

inception of the Magna Carte, through the 

enlightenment period, and the founding of the 

United States, each 

one of us has 

materially benefited 

from Masonry. 

Imagine what 

western civilization 

would be like today 

if it was not for our 

Masonic principles. 

Since raising dues is not the long term answer to our 

illness, we need to find another source of income. If 

all we did was raise dues, by 2026 all of us will be 

paying well over $800 per year. Our greatest asset is 

our lodge property. Many lodges, that have low 

dues, receive substantial income from their 

developed property. I have personally visited lodges 

where the monthly stated dinners were free to all, 

the scholarship program provided realistic support 

for present college expenses and lodge budgets 

were fully funded 

because of rental 

income received on 

lodge property. 

Odds are that I will be 

elected Master of our 

lodge for the ensuing 

Masonic year. Should 

this event occur my 

single goal for the year 

will be moving 

forward on the development of the lodge property. 

We will continue to raise Masons and support the 

bicycle program, which has had tremendous 

success; however, my solitary focus will be on the 

development of the property. Other than those 

committees specifically required by the CMC, there 

will be no other committees. All members will be 

asked to take on a role in supporting the 

development of the lodge property. 

Tolerance 

A couple of months ago, I provided an article in the 

Trestle Board regarding tolerance, which I believe 

is appropriate to reflect upon here. One of the 

fundamentals of Freemasonry is tolerance. We 

donôt speak of it much in lodge, but it is inherent in 

the very way our lodges operate. We teach 

prudence, justice and temperance and advocate 

brotherly love and good neighborliness in 

Freemasonry. A Mason should be one who tolerates 

opinions or practices differing from his own. He 

should also be prepared to defend anotherôs right to 

have a differing opinion. Tolerance can be said to 

be a Masonôs recognition of the right of private 

judgment including his own. For those of you who 

disagree with me on these issues, I respect your 

opinion. In fact, I specifically want to hear your 

thoughts and ideas. I do not presume to believe that 

I have all of the answers to our problems. 

In all your years as a mason and a member of our 

lodge, the month of November is a rare opportunity 

for you to make a difference. Please attend the 

November stated meeting and let your voice be 

heard on these two vital issues.  

Respectfully and Fraternally, 

Scott Mitchell 
Senior Warden 
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August 2010 

 
December 2009 

 
December 2009 

 
December 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, supposing the caterpillars have 

an annual meeting, the local society 

of caterpillarsé And é an older 

caterpillar says, òYou know, itõs an 

extraordinary thing, but we are all 

going to be butterflies.ó  

òOkay,ó the caterpillars say, òyou 

poor fool, you are just an old man 

who is frightened of dying; youõre 

inventing something to comfort 

yourself.ó  

But these are all the things that 

people say to me when I say I am 

looking forward to dying because I 

know that I am going to go into 

eternity. You see?  

 

-- Journalist  

Malcolm Muggeridge 
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Santa Cruz Masonic Activities for November 2009 

 November, 2009      Expand All    Collapse All   |   Day   Week   Month  
 

     Sunday    Monday    Tues day    Wednesday    Thursday    Friday    Saturday   
    1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

   

    6:30 PM 
Stated Meeting 
Dinner  

 

  7:00 PM 
Rainbow 
Meeting  

 

11:30 AM 
Daughters of the 
Nile  

 

7:00 PM 
Job's 
Daughters 
Meeting 
(meeting 
moved)  

 

    8:00 PM 
Lodge Stated 
Meeting  

 

  

      

              

              
    8  9  10  11  12  13  14  

   

  7:30 PM 
OES Meeting  

 

7:30 PM 
Lodge Activity  

 

7:30 PM 
Temple Board 
Meeting  

 

7:00 PM 
DeMolay Meeting  

 

    

      

      

              

              
    15  16  17  18  19  20 21  

   

    7:30 PM 
Lodge Activity  

 

  7:00 PM 
Rainbow 
meeting  

 

  9:00 AM 
Scottish Rite 
Club (monthly 
breakfast)  

 

        7:00 PM 
Annual 
Installation of 
Officers - 
Santa Cruz 
Redwoods 
Chapter - OES  

 

        

              

              
    22  23  24  25  26  27  28  

   

2:00 PM 
Job's Daughters 
Meeting 
(meeting moved)  

 

7:30 PM 
OES Meet ing  

 

7:30 PM 
Lodge Activity  

 

  11:30 AM 
Sisters of Hiram  
(dark)  

 

    

  7:00 PM 
DeMolay Meeting  

 

    

      

              

              
    29  30  1  2  3  4  5  

   

    6:30 PM 
Stated Meeting 
Dinner  

 

  7:00 PM 
Rainbow 
Meeting  

 

11:30 AM 
Daughters of the 
Nile  

 

  

    8:00 PM 
Lodge Stated 
Meeting  

 

    

        

              

              
   

If you would like to have something added to the Lodge Calendar, please contact Todd Williams by email  or phone (1 -831 -423 -8904).   
 

 

If you would like to rent the Masonic Temple, go online to and click on òLodge Calendaró to see 

if your preferred date is available. Then contact Todd Williams at 831-423-8904 to book the Center. 
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Masonic Inspector, District #349 ................ Bob Morgan, PM (bobmorgansmail@aol.com) ................................................. 421-9166 

Worshipful Master ....................................... Rich Sturgeon, WM (newnamei@yahoo.com) ................................................... 334-0320 

Lodge Secretary .......................................... George Moyer, Jr. (geomoyer@sbcglobal.net) ................................................. 688-8009 
 

OUR MASONIC YOUTH GROUPS APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT ! 

 
Santa Cruz Bethel #216 

Jobôs Daughters 
Meet 2nd Saturday 
and 4th Wednesday 

7:00 pm 

 
Santa Cruz DeMolay 

Meet 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
7:00 pm 

 
Santa Cruz Assembly #28 

Rainbow for Girls 
Meet 1st and 3rd Thursdays 

7:00 pm 

Refer to the calendar for Youth Order activities planned for the month.  
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